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15" ASIAN LITURGY FORUM

OCTOBER 17-21, 2011
TAIPEI, TAIWAN

THE DELEGATES TO THE 15TH ASIAN LITURGY FORUM FROM HONG KONG, INDONESIA,
MALAYSIA, PHILIPPINES, TAIWAN, AND THAILAND MET IN TAIPEI FROM OCTOBER 17 TO 21,
2011 TO STUDY THE CHALLENGES AND POSSIBILITIES OF INCULTURATING THE RITES OF
CHRISTIAN FUNERAL IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES AND CULTURES.
AFTER DISCUSSING THE REPORTS FROM OUR MEMBER-COUNTRIES, WE ARE GLAD TO
SHARE OUR CONCLUSIONS.

1. WE BELIEVE THAT THE INCULTURATION OF THE RITES OF FUNERALS SHOULD BE
BASED ON THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION ON SACRED LITURGY, ART.81
THAT “THE RITE OF FUNERALS SHOULD EXPRESS MORE CLEARLY THE PASCHAL
CHARACTER OF CHRISTIAN DEATH AND SHOULD CORRESPOND MORE CLOSELY TO
THE CIRCUMSTANCES AND TRADITIONS OF VARIOUS REGIONS.”

2. WE STRESS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE RITES OF PASSAGE FOUND IN OUR LOCAL
CULTURES THAT HAVE RESONANCE IN OUR CHRISTIAN TRADITION OF JOURNEY
FROM BAPTISM TO ETERNAL LIFE WITH REFERENCE ESPECIALLY TO VIATICUM,
FINAL COMMENDATION, AND FUNERALS.

3. IN SITUATIONS WHERE THE LOCAL CHURCH PREFERS TO CELEBRATE FUNERAL
LITURGY, ESPECIALLY THE MASS, IN ACCORD WITH THE TYPICAL EDITION IT MIGHT
BE PASTORALLY BENEFICIAL TO INTEGRATE, WHERE POSSIBLE, CERTAIN LOCAL
ELEMENTS OF FUNERALS, E.G. COLOR OF VESTMENTS, GESTURES, DECORATIONS,
SONGS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, AND SYMBOLS.

4. TO FACILITATE THE PROCESS OF INCULTURATION WE RECOMMEND A STUDY OF THE
LOCAL PRACTICES AND TRADITIONS OF FUNERAL RITES WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF
LOCAL EXPERTS IN SOCIOLOGY, CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY, MUSIC, THEOLOGY,
AND LITURGY.

5. DUE IMPORTANCE SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE ROLE OF THE COMMUNITY IN THE
CELEBRATION OF FUNERALS ESPECIALLY IN THE ABSENCE OF A PRIEST SO THAT
CONTINUOUS PRAYERS MAY BE OFFERED AT THE TIME OF SICKNESS, DEATH,
WAKE, BURIAL, AND BEYOND. WE RECOMMEND THAT THE LOCAL EPISCOPAL
COMMISSIONS ON LITURGY COMPOSE APPROPRIATE PRAYERS FOR SUCH
OCCASIONS.




6. WE EMPHASIZE THE NEED FOR CATECHESIS ON THE CHURCH’S DOCTRINE
CONCERNING DEATH AND THE AFTERLIFE AND THE FUTURE RESURRECTION IN
CHRIST. THE CATECHESIS SHOULD ALSO SPEAK ABOUT REINCARNATION AND
SUPERSTITIOUS BELIEFS THAT ARE INCOMPATIBLE WITH OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH.

7.WE ENCOURAGE THE CONFERENCES OF BISHOPS IN OUR REGION TO TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF THE WIDE MARGIN FOR INCULTURATION OFFERED BY THE RITE
OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS ESPECIALLY AS REGARDS THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL
FUNERAL LITURGIES ON CONDITION THAT THE BASIC ELEMENTS OF CHRISTIAN
FUNERAL CONTAINED IN THE TYPICAL EDITION ARE MAINTAINED.

WE OWE THE SUCCESS OF OUR MEETING TO THE GENEROSITY OF BISHOP MARTIN SU,
D.D., PRESIDENT OF THE COMMISSION FOR SACRED LITURGY, CHINESE REGIONAL BISHOPS’
CONFERENCE, AND TO THE EFFICIENT COLLABORATION OF FR. CHARLES PAN, CM, AND HIS
STAFF.

THAT IN ALL THINGS GOD MAY BE GLORIFIED.
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